I have known my best friend since we were 9 months old. She just gave birth to her 2nd daughter and asked me to be godmother. Id like to send this as a gift for the baby, Amalie. How would I do about this?
I want to give you a chance to give me a little more detail about the situation.  Tell me what you want me to put in the song and I will get to work.  If you need help knowing what to tell me, just mention some nice things about your friend and I will use those as themes in the song.
Thanks. Blake
Hi Blake,

 

Thanks for getting back to me so quickly.

 

Ok well, her parents (Jodi and Karl - my friends) met and fell in love immediately and got married soon after. They moved to Australia a few years ago. I havent met Amalie (my goddaughter) yet as Im in South Africa.

Jodi and I grew up together, she was really very naughty and very very wild. We used to make 'potions' out of mud at the bottom of the garden. I remember (when we were about 4 yrs old)  - her dad is a jeweler, she used to pinch his gem stones so we could sit outside her outside and sell them (for nothing) to passersby. We joke a lot now, because Amalie and Charlotte (her other daughter) are really very sweet and quiet and such good girls - not like their mom.

They are also all blond (I know thats not really relevant, but I thought it might be quite lyrical, if you know what I mean).

Amalie is very pretty and looks just like Jodi (we all thought this as soon as we saw her first 3D scan)
Jodie is also very musical and plays the guitar for them, Charlotte (whos two) is always trying to kiss Amalie and pick her up…
I'll start with what you gave me, and I'll let you know if I need more info.  I will work on the song and post it for you to listen to (I will email you a link).  If you want the song, after you hear it, I will email you an MP3 for you to download and burn to mail or to email the song to Jodie ………………..


I need a little more from you to make sure I have a main theme of the song that you are o.k. with.  I hear so many possibilities in my head, that I need you to narrow down some of my thoughts.
From what you sent me, here is content I already have:

· Mom (Jodie) was wild and fun (selling gems story) (making potions)

· You (Amalie) are pretty like your mom 

· You are much sweeter than your mom (quiet)

· Your family loves you (Even Charlotte want to carry you around and kiss you)

Who do you want the song directed to?  What do you want to say in the song?  You could direct it at Jodie, Amalie, or the whole family.  Here are some suggestions:

· A message from you to Amalie to stay pretty and sweet 

· A message to Jodie about your appreciation of her friendship and how honored you are to be godmother of Amalie 

· A message to the family that you love them all and you are glad to be part of the family even though you are a long way away. 

· Or all of these... or something else

Hopefully these suggestions will help you think of what you want to say in the song.  I can write the song around whatever you want the message to be.  This will make it more personal and more meaningful.

Two more questions:

1. Do I pronounce Amalie - Ahh - muh - lee? 

2. What style of music are you thinking?  I am best at pop, folk, rock, and blues.


Thanks,
Blake…………………………………………………
Hi Blake

 

Thank you for the e-mail (and all the hard work)

 

I was thinking that it should be primarily directed at Amalie, but also including some bits about the rest of the family.

Maybe leave out the story about the gems (on 2nd thought it sounds a bit silly) and put in something about how Jodi will play them the guitar. And how much Karl loves them. That Charlotte loves butterflies and kissing Amalie.

You can say that Jodi was a really wild child and that nobody knows if she (Amalie) will grow up to be wild like Jodi yet. She does look like Jodi too.

And all the pretty stuff. Maybe a little funny story about Jodi, the potion one, or that when she was little she wanted a baby so badly that she made her mother buy her a toy one - and now she has real ones.

I (myself) like to be included in it as little as possible please.

But may just sort of "may u always be as loved as lovely as you are today". Know what I mean?

 

Was thinking of something poppy or folky? What do you think?
Hi Liat,

We will have to see what works for the title.  I think I have enough information now to know what you are looking for.  I think a pop or folk style will work best.  

For me, when I write a song, I start with a theme.  That theme is then supported by the verses and the chorus.  Here's the workflow:
1. Big Theme Idea, with some details to give me sensory data
2. Write a few lines of lyrics, a lot of times chorus and then verses
3. Play around on the guitar and try singing with it until I like what I hear
4. Record acoustic guitar with a metronome or drum beat into my digital studio
5. Record bass
6. Record vocals (usually just me)
7. Record any other instruments such as electric guitar, harmonica, keys, synth, percussion, etc.
8. I Dump the digital wav files into my computer
9. Then I mix until I am happy with what I hear
10. Convert the master to an MP3 so I can send it to you

That's the process, and it takes some time.  It usually takes me anywhere from 5-20 hours from start to finish.  That means anywhere from a couple days to a week or two

Thanks,
Blake
P.S. I may send you some lyrics before recording so you can give me some input……………………………
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Liat,

I am sorry I haven't updated you in a while.  Writing for a baby has been more challenging than other songs I have written, because it is uncharted territory for me.  I spent some time talking with my own friends and family to work up theme ideas this weekend.

To answer your last e-mail.  I am not crazy about plugging people's names into songs.  The song is written from scratch, so this allows me to make the song obviously about a person, without sounding cheesy or forced.  What I chose to do in this case, if it is  o.k. with you, is to describe the members of Amalie's family. This would give anyone a good idea of what they are like without even knowing their names.

I have posted some rough draft lyrics as well as an explanation of my own thoughts and goals with the lyrics.  I am still flexible to edit and will probably make some minor changes, so feel free to give me feedback/suggestions.  I want to come back to this tomorrow and revise with fresh eyes, and start working on the really fun part, the music composition and arrangement.

Here's the link for you to check out:
http://www.engagingmelodies.com/sweet-amalie.html

Let me know what you think;

Sweet Amalie

It's always fun to write a song where the chorus is like a chameleon and adapts to the verse that it follows.  This makes the chorus interesting each time, while allowing the listener to enjoy each "stage" of the song.

Amalie's song lyrics rough draft is below, and the three verses are split up into three sections/aspects of life.  Since Amalie is only a baby now, We start with the present in the first verse, go to growing up, developing personality, and making decisions in the second verse, and the theme of how life cycles, but how love and friendship remain.

The goal with these lyrics is to allow enough room for Amalie's real life to match up  with the lyrics, no matter what she ends up doing, and to generally celebrate the potential that she has at such a young age with the support of a family that loves her.

This rough draft is lacking a bridge which may create a more concrete theme to the song.  The bridge can be a wild card for the composition of the music which will be determined soon.  Some lines may  need shortened/extended to matched the melody.  Possible arrangements include  VVCVCC or VCVCVCC.

Here is a rough draft of lyrics:

Sweet Amalie

V. 1

Your mom is strumming a song for you

It’s about how you look like her

It’s about kisses from your sister

And how much your dad loves you

V.2

Your mom was a very naughty girl

She made potions out of mud

But you don’t have to be so wild

You can stay forever sweet

V.3

Things can change as you get older

But friends can last your entire life

No one knows what your future holds

Your own family, house, and guitar

Chorus:

Amalie, oh sweet Amalie

You got your mom's looks and your dad's love

You have as many kisses as you could ever want

Stay sweet Amalie and always know that you’re loved ………………………
Liat,

I attached a rough draft of "Sweet Amalie" for you to listen to.  I usually do a rough draft like this with my iPod recorder before laying down the actual tracks.

Hearing it helps me identify weak spots, like where my singing doesn't match the meter well.  I will definitely fix these issues.  Some were accidents and some are minor lyric issues.

I've been listening to Sam Cooke a lot lately, and I think a little of the sixties "soul" or "Doo-Op" showed up in the chorus melody, even though I was shooting for folk style in general.

I would love any feedback or direction that you want to give me.  Plus, you can hear my (probably horrible) pronunciation of "Amalie." Let me know if I am pronouncing her name wrong.  I am trying to sing "Ah-Mah-Lee," but I guess I am a lazy American singer and it ends up a little more like "Ah-Muh-Lee." 

Here are some other things to think about:
1. Does the music style fit the lyrics well?
2. Would you like any instrumental breaks or bridges in the song, or is the song interesting enough without them?
3. How developed do you want this song?  This is only guitar and voice. I can hear a little keys, bass, another guitar, and/or harmonica as possibilities, or just like it is.  I suggest no drums for this style.

I am enjoying this project.  I realize that you are probably not used to listening to and planning a song like this, but I wanted to give you an opportunity to be involved and keep you posted on the progress.

Thanks,
Blake……………………………
Liat,

Good news! I spent most of Saturday and finished "Amalie."

I included a couple different mixes, but feel free to let me know if you would like me to tweak anything to your tastes.

I like how beautiful and simple the song turned out. I hope you don't mind, but  I like it so much I have placed it on my home page as a sample.  I also included a link from there to a page where you can see lyrics and chords to play along.  I did this so that Jodie could learn the song easily if she likes it, and she could sing it to Amalie.  Who knows, maybe Amalie can learn it one day too……………….
